May 5, 2009 Primary Election
Summary of Newburgh Heights Council-at-Large Recount

A recount of the results of the Council-at-Large race in Newburgh Heights precincts A and B was requested by Eva Karras, who received the lowest number of votes in the Official Canvass. The recount was performed on the morning of June 1st. Ms. Karras and one of her opponents, Dorene Kray were in attendance. Each candidate also brought an observer.

At the start of the recount, precinct B was selected at random as the first precinct to be hand-counted and compared to the Official Canvass results, followed by precinct A.

With the exception of one additional vote for Robert Schippling in precinct B, all results in all count groups matched the Official Canvass in both precincts.

In precinct B, in the Election Day group, the hand count revealed one vote for Robert Schippling which was not recorded in the Official Canvass, bringing his overall total to 192 votes. Mr. Schippling remains in fourth place, and his nomination to the General Election ballot stands. 
Upon investigation of the discrepancy, one ballot was identified that was marked with Xs. The X for Schippling was off-center in the oval and we believe was not counted by the M100 in that precinct.

After the recount, to test our theory, we proceeded to run the ballot through four M100 units in the cage which are used for testing. On three of the units, the votes for all four candidates were recorded correctly. On the fourth unit, the X mark for Schippling was recorded as an under-vote, not as a vote for him.

We then tested the ballot on the actual M100 unit used in Newburgh Heights precinct B on Election Day. The ballot was scanned twice. The scanner recorded one vote for Schippling, and one under-vote for Schippling. The remaining candidates each accurately received two votes.

We then scanned the entire set of Election Day ballots from Newburgh Heights precinct B on the original scanner used in the election. The results matched those recorded in the Official Canvass.

From the results of this testing, we conclude that the vote for Schippling that was marked with the off-center X was not tallied by the scanner during the election, and that the hand count of 69 votes for Schippling in the Election Day group in precinct B, and the total of 192 votes for Schippling overall, is the true and accurate Count.

We therefore recommend that the Board Amends of the Official Canvass to reflect this count.

