


 Vote by Mail Trends
◦ Growing Interest
◦ Return Rates

 Vote by Mail Applications
◦ Who is eligible?
◦ Required Information
◦ Schedule for mailing
◦ Information for Candidates

 Vote by Mail Ballots
◦ Completing the Ballot
◦ Completing the Identification Envelope
◦ Returning the Ballot
◦ Information for Candidates



91%
86%

91%
86%

80%
60%

41%

55%

39%
9%

14%
9%

14%
20%

40%

59%

45%

61%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

May-06 Nov-06 May-07 Nov-07 Mar-08 Nov-08 May-09 Nov-09 May-10

Election Day Vote by Mail







 Eligibility to Vote by 
Mail
◦ All Registered voters are 

eligible
 No Excuse or reason 

required
◦ Active Voters will receive 

an Application in the 
mail
 Sent 2 weeks before 

ballots are available
 Barcoded for easy, 

accurate data entry
◦ Applications also 

available at:
 BOE website
 BOE main office
 public libraries



 Required Information
◦ Voters MUST provide ALL of the 

following:
 Name
 Address
 Date of Birth
 One form of Identification. Either:
 Driver’s License Number, or
 Last 4 digits of Social Security Number, 

or
 Other documentation including photo 

ID card, Utility Bill, paycheck, 
government check, or other 
government document

 Political Party Affiliation
 Signature



 Missing Required Information
◦ If any required information is 

missing from an application, the 
BOE will:

 Record the incomplete application 
in our database

 Mail the voter a letter describing 
the missing information

 Include a new application so the 
voter can correct the error



 Mailing Schedule
◦ Applications will be sent to Active voters 2 weeks 

before Absentee Voting begins

 Applications for September will be mailed on July 21st

 We will be mailing almost 692,000 applications

◦ Applications are accepted starting January 1st for all 
elections in a given year

◦ Applications must be received by the Saturday 
before the election

 The BOE offices are open until 12:30 pm that day



 Information for Candidates
◦ A database of applications received can be accessed 

through the BOE website
 Selectable by District, Party, and Date Processed

 Can print mailing labels directly (Avery 5160)

 Can be downloaded to Excel

◦ Mailing labels are no longer available for purchase 
from the BOE office



 Completing the Ballot
◦ Voters should read and follow the Instructions 

printed on the Ballot

 Fill the selected Oval completely

 Use Black ink

 Do NOT cross out or erase marks

 Call the BOE and request a new Ballot instead

 Do not remove the stub

 Do not mail back damaged or soiled Ballots

 Call the BOE and request a new Ballot instead



 Completing the Identification 
Envelope
◦ The Ballot MUST be returned inside the 

ID Envelope
◦ The ID Envelope MUST be sealed
◦ The following information MUST be 

completed:
 Voter’s Printed Name
 One form of Identification

 Driver’s License Number, or

 Last Four Digits of Social Security Number 
or,

 Another form of ID

 Voter’s Signature
 If the voter is changing major political 

parties:
 Form 10-Z must be completed and returned 

with the Ballot

◦ If a voter fails to complete all required 
information the Ballot will be 
challenged and a letter will be sent.

 Voters have until the 10th day after the election 
to come to the BOE office and correct the error



 Returning the Voted Ballot
◦ The voted Ballot, with stub 

attached, must be inside the ID 
Envelope

◦ The ID Envelope must be 
completed

◦ The ID Envelope should be sealed 
in the provided return envelope

◦ Ballots must be postmarked by the 
day BEFORE election day.

◦ Ballots must arrive at the BOE by 
the 10th day after the election.



 Information for Candidates
◦ A database of Ballots returned can be accessed 

through the BOE website

 Selectable by Election, District, Party, and Date 
Processed

 Can be downloaded to Excel

 Identifies whether a Ballot has been challenged



 In-House Voting
◦ Voting is available at the BOE 

main office starting 35 days 
before the election

◦ Voting at the BOE on Election Day 
requires a Provisional Ballot

•Nursing Home Voting
•Bipartisan teams of BOE employees 
are available to assist nursing home 
residents in completing their ballots

•Disabled and Hospital Voting
•Disabled voters and those confined 
to a Hospital (or their immediate 
family) on Election Day may have 
BOE employees deliver ballots to 
them


